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An Account of the Freezing of the Neva; and the Em- 
prefs Anna’s Palace of Ice. 


{From Mr. Tooke’s View of the Ruffian Empire. ] 


HE covering of the Neva with ice, and the breaking 

up of it, are remarkable phenomena. When the ice 
is fetting-in, as it is called, fmall detached flakes of ice are 
feen floating down the current, which foon grow into large 
fields, and acquire fo great a momentum, that the bridges 
mutt be haftily taken afunder, to prevent their being carried 
away by the icc, a difafler which has happened more than 
once. Thefe large plains of ice continue for a day or two 
pafling with the current, while the boats are feen rowing 
between them ; till all at once the floating ice ftops, either 
by the gulf being already clofed below, or the flakes of ice 
freezing together : When immediately foot-paffengers, who 
have been waiting on the fhores for this happy moment, go 
over in all fafety. Nothing is more common than to fee 
boats croffing the river, and, in two hours afterward, to be- 
hold hundreds of people going over on foot. 

No lefs rapid is the departure of the ice. In the fpring, 
the firit indication of this approaching event, is the ftanding 
of the fnow-water on the ice; then the ice becomes more 
porous, or divides into fpicula, lets the water through, and 
becomes of a blackifh colour. At length it parts, while the 
roads that have been well trod during the winter ftill re- 
main ; fo that often foot-paffengers are feen on thefe roads, 
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and between them and the floating fheets of icc, boats in 
gxeat numbers paffing and repafling. By the force of the 
current, and fhocks received from the floating ice, at length 
the roads give way ; the ice continues to fall down with the 
{tream for a day or two to the gulf, and the whole river is 
clear. A week ora fortnight after this, the ice of the La- 
doga comes down ; which, according as the wind may hap- 
pen to be, continues a couple or more days, fometimes 
is many weeks, and renders the atmofphere uncommonly 
chill. 

The ice and the cold are of fervice to the inhabitants in 
various ways. Diftances are much thortened by their 
means, inafmuch as people, horfes, and carriages of all forts, 
and of ever fo great burden, can crofs the Neva, and the 
other rivers, lakes, and c anals, in all places and dircétions: 
And the Cronftadt gult fupplies, in fome meafure, the want 
of navigation during the winter, by the oarey of com- 
modities of every denomination over the ice. | As ice-cellars 
here are a neceffary of life, for keeping provifions of all 
kinds during the fummer, lo every houie in every quarter of 

?, 


the town is provided with one of them, to be filled with 
large blecks cut out of th isa This operation generally 
takes place about the bes jinniy r of February. ‘The icealfo 
promotes the pleafure of the inhabi tants, by giving them an 
opportunity for the diverfion of {ledge and horfe-racing, 


and for that of the ice-hills fo much admired by the popu- 
lace. The weight of thefe ice-hills, together with that of a 
5 iis ceaths 


n fometimes of 5000 or 6000 perfons flanding about 
them on holidays, Sive t e fp iator a furprifing idea of the 


jirength and folidity of the ice. 


> 


What 1 may be executed in ice was fhown by the ice palace 





which the Entprefs Anna caufed to be built on the bank of 
the Neva, in 1740. It was conftrucied of huge quadrats of 
ice, hewn inthe manner of free-flone: The edifice was 
fifty-two feet in length, fixteen in breadth, and twenty in 
height. The walls were three feet thick. In the feveral 
apartments were tables, chairs, beds, and all kinds of houfe- 
hold furniture of ice. In front of the palace, befide pyra- 
mids and flatues, flood fix cannens carrying balls of fix 
pounds weight, and t\vo mortars, of ice. From one of the 
former, as atrial, an iron ball, with only a quarter of a 


pound of p »wder, was fired off. The ball went through a 

two-1nch board, at fixty paces from the mouth of the cannon; 
ORS Ae oF os] et es aa 

and the picce of ice artillery, with its lavettc, remained une 


injured 





































inj 
lac 


Ext 


Ba 
rife 

any 
his 

dif 
pel 
da} 
dra 
101 
the 
cea 
Mi 
tov 
vel 
the 
80 

clu 
anc 
Fe; 
Ju 
pel 
of 

col 
thi 
ad 
big 
Ha 
of 

Be 


wo 


gue 


do, 





Is in 
t the 
neth 
1 the 
r is 
Léa 
hap- 
imes 
only 


$n 
heir 
rts, 
the 
ns: 
rant 
m- 
lars 
all 
- of 
‘ith 
lly 
Ifo 
an 
ag, 
Us 
- 
ut 
he 


ce 
of 
of 
as 
In 
al 


i- 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 343 


injured by the explofion. The illumination of the ice pa- 
lace at night had an aftonifhingly grand effe&. 





Account of the Ravages of the Plague in Barbary. 


Extra? of a Letter from Conful Matra, dated Gibraltar, Auguff 95 
1799» to bis Grace the Duke of Portland. 


s ie my laft number I had the honour to inform your 

Grace with the progrefs the plague was making in 
Barbary ; as there has been no communication with the gar- 
rifon fince I wrote laft, 1 was not till yeflerday that I received 
any intelligence to be depended on.—Muly Suleiman, by 
his marching an infeéted army to the fouth, has {fpread the 
difeafe over the whole empire. Morocco, I am told, is a 

erfeét defert ; the mortality was generally about 3900 a 
day; and as no one would bury the dead, the bodies were 
dragged by hooks into the flreets, and left there: At length 

100 men were daily employed in clearing the fireets ; but as 
the fervice was certain death, it was difcontinued on the de- 
ceafe of Muly Taib, who, with all his friends, have perifhed. 
Many of the remaining inhabitants deferting to Sier, and 
towards the coaft of Guinea, have carried the diforder to the 
very borders of the Great Defart. In Mogadore, although 
the difeafe was in its infancy, the daily lofs was from 70 to 
80, and all the towns on the fea coaft, thence northward, in- 
cluding Larache, are equally infeéted. Arzilla, Tangiers, 
and Tetuan, yet remain free, and it appearsto have ceafed in 
Fez and Mequinez. Fez is depopulated; by the 20th of 
June, the Moors reckoned the lofs in that city and its de- 
pendent villages at 274,000, in which they include upwards 
of 30,000 of the principal talbs and merchants of the 
country ; and if their eflimate can be depended on, one- 
third of the inhabitants of the three empires have perifhed ; 
adepopulation that may moft juftly be attributed. to the 
bigotry of the Emperor, and the inhuman policy of Ben 
Haffen. Enough was {aid to Muly Sulieman on the danger 
of traverfing the country with the plague in hjs train ; but 
Ben Ottoman acknowledged that his Imperial Majefty, con 
fidering all precaution as a direét violation of his religion, 
would not liften to any remonflrance on the fubjeét. 

“ Had Ben Haflen objeéted to his paffage through Du- 
guella and Abda, which he pofitively aflured me he would 
do, the attempt could not, nor would not have been made ; 
3F 2 immediately 
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immediately after, he acknowledged that the hope of Muly 
Suleiman’s lofing his intereft with the people, by poifoning 
the country, was the only inducement to conclude the ne- 
gociation. Ben Ottoman died juftas the court left Morocco, 
Muly Hefheim, the E:nperor’s eldeft brother, and who for a 
few years was Emperor of Morocco, Muly ‘Taib, and Muly 
<b Haffuir, Ben Naffer’s fon-in-law, are dead. The firf 
was an infipid inoffenfive charatter, but by the lofs of the 
other two I confider the Emperor’s interefl as ftrengthened. 
Bafhaw Belarofi, of Duguella (the aflociate of Ben Nafler,) 
and all his family have perifhed. Of Ben Naffer I have no 
account ; but a lift of names of thofe who have already 
perifhed was circulating, which included almoft every man 
of known ability in the country. 

*“ The Emperor marched from Morocco the 4th of July; 
he remained awhile in Mogadore, then encamped between 
Rebat and Fez. On hearing that the plague had ceafed in 
Mequinez, he returned tothat capital.” 





Charatter of Frederic the Great, King of Pruffia. 
wo, ? - < 


[From Wraxall’s Memoirs of the Courts of Berlin, Warfaw, and 
Vienna. } 


UT while Iadmit his claim to immortality, I am not dif- 

pofed to be his panegyrift. Much as we admire, we 
are little tempted to love him. Ambition, from the hour of 
his acceflion to the prefent moment, has been his only real 
paflion, Neither the faith of treaties nor the laws of nations, 
nor the principles of juftice and equity, have ever fufficiently 
reftrained him from purfuing the aggrandizement of the 
Prufhan monarchy. ‘The conqueft of Silefia, under all the 
circumftances, can fcarcely be juftified : The partition of 
Poland, however its injuftice may feem to be diminilhed by 
the concurrence of Auftria and Ruflia, was an aét that re- 
volted every mind not infenfible to the diftinétions of right 
and wrong. His own glory, more than the felicity of his 
people, has conftituted, at every period of his reign, the 
rule of his political conduét. Though not crucl, he is nevet- 
thelefs in fome refpeéts oppreflive ; though he rarely per- 
mits capital punifhments, he exaéts pecuniary contributions 
from his fubjeéts, fearcely lefs fubverfive otf their domettic 
happinefs, than would be the utmoft feverity of penal laws, 
His vigilance, it is true, never flecps ; and he is felt on the 
diftant 
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diftant frontier of Courland or of Cleves, at the extremities 

his dominions, almoft as muchas here at Berlin. But fo 
was Philip the Second, the moft odious tyrant of modern 
times. It is for the prefervation of his own greatnefs alone 
that Frederic wakes. Even his pleafures are gloomy, phi- 
lofophic, and foliary. Love never invaded the privacy of 
** Sans Souci,” nor foftened the auftere and cheerlefs hours 
of epameen's private life. Heis great, but notamiable; we 
render homage to his talents, his reputation, and his victories: 
But we defire to live under a more benign and unambitious 
prince. Weare pleafedto vifit Berlin, as an objc& of 
liberal curiofity ; but we prefer the refidence of London, of 
Vienna, or of Naples. 


Memoirs of the Life of the late Pope, Pius the VIth, 
[From the Monthly Magazine.] 


IUS VI. whofe fecular name was John Angelo Brafchi, 

was born of a noble but reduced family. Being def- 
tined for the church, hé received the moft liberal education, 
and was thus qualified to run, with reafonable hope of fuc- 
cefs, the career of ecclefiaflical preferment. His profpetts 
at firft were few, and his patronage fo infignificant, that no 
one could have fuppofed, under thefe difadvantages, he could 
ever have arrived at the pontificate. He entered at firft the 
fervice of Cardinal Ruffo, in the capacity of Uditore, a 
charge which, according to the eftablifhed rites of the Ro- 
man court, comprifes the three diftiné offices of vicar, coun- 
fellor, and affiftant. In this fituation he conduéted himfelf 
with fo much fenfe, probity, and zeal, as not only to gain 
the affeGtion of the Cardinal, but to fecure to himfelf the 
reputation alfo of being the beft informed perfon in Rome. 
This generous prelate on his death-bed Jeft Brafchi, asa 
mark of his efleem, the continuation of his appointment 
during life ; and fuch was Brafchi’s veneration for his pa- 
tron, that out of refpeét to his memory, he retained the 
fituation of Udilore, even after he became Pope. On Car- 
dinal Ruffo’ s death, Brafchi was appointed to a canonfhip of 
St. Peier’s ; and a few years after he was raifed to the rank 
of a prelate for the economical department of the Roman 
tate. This was only a prelude to lis further promotion ; 
for foon after he obtained the purple. In this progreflive 
advancement, he conflantly difplayed a love of juftice, the 
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firiteft morality, clofe application to bufinefs, and the mott 
unaffluming manners. 

Brafchi was only fifty-feven years of age when his im- 
mediate predeceflor, Ganganelli, died; and would never 
perhaps have fucceeded him, had not the Sacred College, 
about this time, been particularly deftitute of piety and 
talents : For thefe qualifications, therefore, united with a 
high repute for theoretic acquaintance with government, 
he was finally approved by his brethren; and proclaimed 
Pope, under the title of Pius, on the 15th of February, 1775. 

Pius VI. on his acceflion to the papal throne, difplayed 
that fenfe of dignity, that firmnefs of mind, and purity of 
chara&ter, which attended him throughout his whole ponti- 
ficate. He likewife difcovered great liberality of mind, in 
patronizing every ufeful reform, and beneficial eftablifhment 
inthe ftate. The firft inftance of his firmnefs was evinced 
in his condu& towards the King of the Two Sicilies. His 
Majefty had appointed Monfignor Filangieri, formerly Vice- 
roy of Sicily, tothe archbifhopric of Naples ; and as the 
laws of that metropolis required that the Archbifhop fhould 
be a Cardinal, an application was made to his Holinefs for 
beftowing on him the purple. Pius returned for anfwer, 
that although the laws enaéted that a Cardinal fhould be the 
Archbifhop, that did not imply that the Archbifhop fhould 
become a Cardinal ; and that his Majefty, being fenfible of 
fuch a difference, might have promoted to the archbifhopric 
fome one or other of the Neapolitan Cardinals refiding in 
Rome, inftead of his wifhing thus to affume an indirett 
authority, to confer one of the greateft dignities of a foreign 
hierarchy on any of his fubjeéts, He was fo firm in this 
refufal, that it was not long before Mr. Filangicri died, 
broken-hearted by the confideration, that he fhould be the 

fole Neapolitan Archbifhop deprived of a dignity inherent 
to his office. 

He foon likewife diftinguifhed himfelf for his prudence 
mm the internal adminiftration of his government. Like 
fome of his predeceffors, he conceived the idea of draining 
the marfhes, which extended upwards of forty miles in every 
direétion, round Vellerri, Terracina, and Piperno, fo well 
known under the name of Paludi Pontine., This projett, 
which by its extent had difcouraged even a Roman Emperor, 
was happily carried into effeét by Pius the Sixth. Heem- 
ployed the beft engineers in Rome, and went himfelf regu- 
larly every year toinfpe@ the progrefs of the’ work. To 
complete his defign, he dug immenfe canals to receive the 
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water from the marfhes ; rendering by this means a confide- 
rable part of the land fit for hufbandry. He conftru&ed 
alfo on the fide of thefe canals a large and beautiful road 
nearly forty miles long, in a ftraight line, ornamented with 
four rows of poplars, interfperfed with houfes of accommo- 
dation ; and at its termination built likewife a large and ele- 
gant palace, the fineft perhaps in the Roman ftate, out of the 
metropolis. Though murders are faid to have been fre- 
quent in his reign, yet he certainly was a great promoter of 
the police of Rome, the management of which was com- 
mitted to a prelate, named Spinelli, the ableft man in this 
department of his time, and who afterwards became a Car- 
dinal. Among his other improvements, it may alfo be men- 
tioned, that he beautified and heighteried the new obelifks, 
and augmented the Clementine Mufeum founded by his pre- 
deceffor. 

His conduét towards the celebrated Signora N. N. better 
known from her Arcadia, by the name of Corilla, thews 
him to have been a patron of literature and the fine arts. 
Having, however, ordered her to be crowned in public, he 
laid himfelf open to the cenfure of the fober part of his 
{ubjeéts. For though Corilla poffeffed the beft talents of 
any female ever known in Italy, and affuredly was the greateft 
improvuifatrice of her age, yet her charaéter was not of 
the moft immaculate kind. 

Pius the Vth, about the year 1767, banifhed her from 
Rome. Her return, therefore, under Pius the VIth was 
rather fingular, and gave origin to the following pafquinade : 


“ Plaudite, lafcive ; pepulit vos Quintus ab urbe ; 
“ Sub Sexto recipit ferta Corilla Pio! 


And to another, perhaps worfe— 


“* Sextus Alexander, Sextus Tarquinius, idem ! 
“ Nunquam Jub Sextis, Rona beata fuit ! 


The firft years of the pontificate of Pius VI. were as 
peaceful as thofe of any of his predeceffors ; and, if we 
except fome trifling juridical difputes with his Sicilian Ma- 
jelly, which were rendered important more from the chi- 
Canery and ambition of the Neapolitan magiftrates than 
from the wifhes of their Sovereign, his Holinefs may be 
faid to have {pent the firft fix years of his reign in the moft 
Pertect tranquillity, both at home and abroad. In this ine 
terval he was chiefly engag ed in regulating the internal £O- 
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vernment of his ftate, and completing his two favourite 
projeéts, that of draining the Pontine marfhes, and the erec- 
tion of the prefent majeftic veftry of St. Peter’s. From 
fuch a commencement, it could little have been expeéted 
that the latter part of his reign would have. been one of the 
molt troublefome periods ever recorded in the ecclefiaftical 
hiflory ; and that he bimfelt fhould have rivalled in fuffering 











the molt unfortunate of his predeceffors. , 
The death of the Emprefs Mary Therefa, in Oétober, 
1780, was the firft fignal of the fubfequent diftreiles of the 
Holy See. ‘ 
Whilft that prudent and religious Sovercign reigned in } 
Germany and Hungary, her own kingdoms, as well as all } 
the catholic countries of Germany, were religtou{ly devoted " 
to the court of Rome. Her fon and fucceflor Jofeph the Id, pe 
though in fome refpeéts a great man, yet in many others . 
proved the perfeét reverfe of his mother. Having carly in dd 
life imbibed the principles otf that pernicious philofophy » 
which has brought fo many difafters upon Europe, he 
thought it prudent during his mother’s life to hide them as H 
much as poflible; but no fooner had he come to the empire, = 
than he behaved like a flave emancipated from his. mafter’s T; 
dominion. In lefs than halt a year he deftroyed.almoft the by 
whole ecclefiaflical difcipline eftablithed in his hereditary a 
ftates, and, what was more difgufting, conduéted all his vio- lik 
lent innovations ina military and defpotic way, accompa- a 
nied with the moft unbounded rapacity, only equalled, per- che 
haps, by thatof Henry the VIIIth. . Jews were admitted to aie 
the rights of citszenthip, religious orders fuppreffed, the I 
fecular clercy fubjeéled to lay magiftrates, ecclefiaftical ap- obf 
peals to the holy fee forbidden, the vows of nuns fubmitted hie! 
to the authority of diocefan bifhops, matrimonial difpenfa- iene 
tions removed from the court of Rome, and an injunétion faby 
laid onall Auflrian, Hungarian, and Lombard prelates never ci 
to accept the dignity of cardinalfhip. His Holinels, 
alarmed at fuch an unforefeen attack, was too fenfible not 
to fee that the bold and innovating example of this powerful — 


monarch, the natural proteétor of the Catholic church, 
would have a pernicious efleét on the other crowned heads 







of Europe. 
He ilattered himfelf at firfl that fome oppofition would be 







made to thefe innovations by the Imperial fubjeéis them. 
felves ; for befide the remonftrances of the Brabantele and 
flemifh clergy, the venerable Archbifhop of Milan wa * fe 
heard todeclare, © That his metropolitan church, honoured V 
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already by the martyrdom of thirteen of its prelates, fhould 
yet have another to boaft of, rather than he would carry into 
effect {uch fcandalous innovations.” 

Thefe remonitrances were, however, of no ufe. The 
Emperor perfifted in his fchemes, fupported by the affiftance 
of the lay magiftrates and the military power. 

The Archduke Ferdinand, his brother, had very nearly 
been deprived of the government of Lombardy, for fiding 
with the Milanefe clergy. His Holinefs now remonftrated 
himfelf againft the reform. He ordered his Nuncio at 
Vienna, Mr. Garampi, to prefent the moft preffing folicita- 
tions to his Imperial Majefty, to refleét ferioufly on what 
he was doing. This produced no effeét. The Prince of 
Kaunitz told the Papal Nuncio that his mafter was aware of 
what he had done, and perfiited in his refolution. The reign 
of ecclefiaftical cenfure was now no more ; and his Holi- 
nefs, mortified at feeing fuch an humiliating dilapidation of 
the church under his pontificate, refolved to try whether he 
could not be able to obtain, by perfonal entreaties from the 
philofophic Emperor, what he defpaired to wreft from him 
by the no longer dreaded thunders of the Vatican. Heac- 
cordingly determined to vifit the Emperor at Vienna. 
Truth obliges us to flate, that fuch a refolution was blamed 
by all the Italians who were acquainted with the charaéter 
of Jofeph and the prevailing opinions of the age: It was 
likewife highly difapproved by the Sacred College itfelf ; 

as it tended, they thought, to caft upon the papal dignity 
the difgrace of fupplicating imbecility without affording 
any ultimate profpeét of fuccefs. 

His Holinefs was firm ; and, if we are rightly informed, 
obferved to the venerable Cardinal Zelada, a perfon of the 
higheft diflin€tion in the College, and a moft fleady advo- 
cate tor the prerogative of the church, “* that he had rather 
fubmit to humiliation in his dignity, than to remorfe in his 
confcience !” 


(To be continued.) 


re eee -—~ ———__—_______ 





OF LINEBS. 
To the PRINTER, 


SIR, 
OT many days after I fent to you the letter on Styles, 
which you favoured with infertion in your Entertainer, 
{ encountered another word in our language, which, like 
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SJiyle, has been making the tour of the meanings in the courfe 
of the lait hundred years, and appears now to have taken 
up its abode among mechanics and handicrafts-men. I fhall, 
therefore, take the liberty to comment upon its progrefs in 
the manner of my laft letter, and hope it will afford your 
readers fome amufement, if it fhould happen to meet with 
your approbation. , 

The word I allude to, is Linz, and its various meanings 
may be perhaps reduced to the tollowing—I mean its legiti. 
mate ones—The progrefs it has made in the way of trade, 
fhall be confidered hereafter. 

In geometry, aline is a quantity extended in length only, 
without any breadth or thicknefs. It is formed by a flux, 
or the motion of a point. 

In the art of war, with which I flatter myfelf we are at 
prefent tolerably well acquainted, (otherwife we are not ca- 
pable of enjoying a new{paper) a line is underftood of the 
difpofition of an army ranged in order of battle, with the 
front extended as far as may be, that it may not be flanked, 
or fired upon fide-ways. ; 

Line of battle is alfo underftood of a difpofition of -the 
fleet inthe day of engagem@nt ; on which occafion the vef- 
fels are ufvally drawn up as much as poflible in a ftraight 
line, as well to gain and keep the advantage of the wind, as 
to run the fame board. ‘Thelfe are fea-phrafes, Mr. Editor, 
and I mult refer your readers for farther explanations to 
Mefirs. St. Vincent, Duncan, and Nelfon, who have lately 
had a knack at breaking thofe lines, and cutting off whole 
flices of an enemy’s fleet, as one would cut a flice off an 
apple. By the bye, I am told that this is a knack that none 
but an Engtifh fleet can attempt, and that if any other were 
to try the experiment, they would inftantly be blown into 
the air, or funk im the profound abyfs. But let me not 
wander out of my line. 

A horizontal line, in geography and ajlronomy, isa line 
drawn paralle! tothe horizon ot any part of the earth. 

Equinottial line, in geography, is a great circle on the 
arth’s furface, exattly at the diflance of ninety degrees 
from each of the poles, and of confequence bifeéting the 
earth in that part. From this imaginary line (and it is not 
the only imaginary fine | fhall have to [peak of) the degrees 
of longitude and latitude are counted. In a/lronomy, the 
equinoéhal line is that circle, which the fun feems to de- 
{cribe round the earth on the days of the equinox in March 
and September. 
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Meridian line in geography, is an imaginary circle drawn 

through the two poles of the earth, and any part of its 
furface. 

Ship of the line, isa veffel large enough to be drawn up 
in the line, and to havea place in a {ea-fight. 

In genealogy, a {cience we all wifh to have fome acquain- 
tance with, a line is a feries or fucceflion of relations in va- 
rious degrees, all defcending from the fame common father. 

Line, in French meafurement (we have had too much of 
French meafures lately) contains the twelfth part of an inch. 
Itanfwers to the Englifh barley corn. 

In fifling, we employ a line, and every body knows what 
that is. 

In heraldry, lines are the figures ufed in armories to divide 
the fhield into different parts, and to compofe different figures. 
Thefe lines, according to their different forms and names, 
give denomination to the pieces or figures which they form, 
except the ftraight or plain lines. 

In phyfognomy, lines are lineaments or marks in the hands 
and face, by which foie very wife men fay they can know 
a rogue or a fool the moment they fee him. Heaven pre- 
ferve their eyefight in this wicked world ! 

In drawing, a line means a delineation, or fketch. 

In writing, a line is as much as is Written from one mar- 
ginto another. ‘This every body knows that can read 
line. 

Lines in fortifications are works thrown up, or trenches. 
Any of the memorable fieges of this war will explain thefe. 

So many meanings to one poor monofyllable, one might 
think quite enough to perplex learners and foreigners, but 
we have lately added another, which was fuggefted to me 
the other day, by an anfwer made toa lady, who had afked 
aqueftion refpeéting a particular perfon, “ Ma’am, he is 
inthe tayloring line,” 

Upon farther enquiry among my friends in the city, I find 
that all trades are now converted into fines ; as for example, 
the grocery line, the cloth line, the tea line, the brewery line, 
the baking line, and the cheefemongery line. No man ad- 
vertifes for a journeyman who is not converfant in the hard- 
ware line, the haberdafher linc, the porter line, or the pale 
beer line. It would be almoft an affront to afk a citizen 
what ¢rade he follows, or to hint that he is not in the dry- 
falting line, the ftocking line, or the watchmaking line. 

Nay, avery worthy gentleman at Stepney, an eminent rope- 
maker, lately informed me that he intended to educate his 
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eldeft fon for the hemp-line! a refolution which, in former 
times, would have been thought very unworthy of a dutiful 
fon to follow, or a tender parent. 

But it is not mechanical trade only that has been banifhed 
by the dine. Even the learned profeffions have given way 
to it, and we very frequently hear of fome worthy country 
gentleman who brings his fon up to town to put him in the 
Temple, where he may ftudy the law Jine, doubtful at the 
fame time whether the lad’s genius may lead him to the 
common law line, or the chancery line. The metropolis 
we know abounds with gentlemen inthe medical line, which 
has fo far abforbed all the diftinétions of phyfician, apothe- 
cary, and man-midwife, that they all go under the generic 
appellation of the medical line, unlefs the party afking the 
quettion happen to be more than ufually inquifitive, in which 
cafe he may find that one is in the poéiicar fine, another in 
the midwifery-line, and a third in the furgeon line. And as 
to the venerable name of dzvinc, that too, inthe phrafeology 
of many, has undergone a fimilar change, for Oxford and 
Cambridge fend out every ycar fome promifing young men, 
who diftinguifh themfelves in the preaching line, and that, 
whether they belong to parifhes, or get into the cathedral 
line. 

To thefe I might add the many public performers, who 
have of late years been loudly applauded in the tragic line, 
the comic line, and the pantomime line. At the fummer 
theatres, we have allo many who are famous in the jumping 
line, and fome who have acquired no {mall reputation in the 
rope-dancing line. Thefe latter feem naturally enough 
conneéted with the hemp line above mentioned, at leatt, they 
now and then arrive at it. 

Thus, Mr. Editor, are all trades and profeflions turned 
into lines; and were I inclined to multiply inftances, I 
might mention fome famous orators who have figured away 
in the political line, fome in the miniftersal line, and fome in 


the oppofition line ; nor are we without a multitude of 


authors, fome of whom are celebrated in the hiftorical line, 
{ome in the poetical line, and fome in the philofophical line, 
not to fpeak of a noted bookfeller in the city, who every 
ce novel line. We have alto 
ferve not afew 
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into a fine. Principally, then, with refpe& to thofe whe 
have forfaken a trade to follow a dine, I would fain hope 
that they mean this to be emblematical of the manner in 
which they conduét it. Ihopethey confidered, when they 
adopted this phrafe, and that they always will confider, that a 
line implies going Jjtrarght forward in bufinefs. Nothing 
is fo great an enemy to trade as thofe a€tions which are not 
plain, above-board, and ftraight-forward. I would therefore 
with that, after entering upon any dine, they will avoid all 
thofe wanderings out of the line which {poil the figure, and 
all thofe crooked bits of conduét, which muft, if perfifted in, 
end ina 4not, inftead of aline. By attending to this, the 
word line will always have an honourable and laudable 
meaning, and we fhall be able to fay of all tradefmen, that 
they are in a line todo well, to aét honeftly, even to get rich, 
and become refpeétable. It is certain that all deviations from 
the line muft vitiate thefe purpofes, and lead a man into fuch 
crooked paths as are the fartheft poflible from the fmooth, 
equable lengthening out of a line of induftrious and hone 
tradefmen. 

I am even willing to think that this name was adopted in 
trade to keep young men in mind of their duty, by the apt- 
nefs and beauty of the comparifon, and to fuggeft to them 
that breaking the dine, unlefs in naval affairs, as aforefaid, is 
very difgraceful, as well as unprofitable. It is always pro- 
per to place before young people certain figns and objetts, 
which may aét as a curb to their propenfities, and as a fpur 
to their induftry and integrity, and I hope that hereafter 
every one who profelles to be ina line, whether the grocery 
line, the linen line, or the fnuff and tobacco line, will re- 
member that the beauty of a line confifts in its being ftratght 
forward, and never deviating into curves and crookednefles. 
I am, Sir, &c. 


A NEW CORRESPONDENT. 








Mr. Wresall’s Account of an Execution at Vienna. 


NRIMES, as well as punifhments, are rare, owing to the 
vigilance and feverity of the police. A murder is 
{carcely ever committed, and robberics are by no means 
common. At almoft every hour of the day or night, a 
{tranger may walk the ftreets or travel the public roads in 
fafety. Of courfe, executions happen very feldom ; but 
when they take place, they are conducted with admirable 


propriety 
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propricty and effeét. I had the curiofity, for the firft time 
in my life, to be prefent at an execution, only a few days 

azo ; which, from the circumflances that attended it, well 
merits a particular defcription. Many thoufand f{pectators 
of all conditions were affemb!ed to witnefs it; and I never 
faw any public ceremony performed with fo much folemnity 
and awful decorum. Four men, convicted of robbery, ag- 

gravated by circumftances of cruelty and inhumanity, were 
fentenced to die; not by the halter, as with us, but by the 
fword of the executione r. They {uffered on the efplanade, 

without one of the gates oh Vienna, upona circular {pace or 
piece of ground walled in, railed twelve or fourteen feet above 
the level of theefplanade. In order to have a better view of 
it, I got into a cart placed near the f{caffold, whence I could 
diftinguifh even the countenances and features of the cri- 
minals. 

The firft of the four malefaftors having been feated ina 
chair {crewed down into the ground, his arms and body were 
next tied with cords, in order to prevent him from moving 
and his neck was laid bare quite to the fhoulders. A ban- 
dage being drawn acrofs his eyes, four Auguftine monks 
witha crucifix approached, and after prayer confeffed him. 
The executioncr’s affiftant then colleéting his hair, pulled up 
his head with a view to afford a fairer mark. Meanwhile the 
executioner, who was avery decent man in his figure and 
drefs, arrived in a hackney-coach, When all the requifite 
preparations were made, he threw off his.cloak, and being in 
his white waiftcoat, he unfheathed the inflrument of punith. 
ment. It was a ftrait, two-edged fword, of an equal 
breadth quite to the point, prodigioufly heavy, broad, and 
{harp asa razor. Coming in flank of the criminal, who was 
blindfolded, and ignorant of the precife moment, he took off 
the head at one ftroke, witha dexterity and celerity exceeding 
imagination. The affiftant held it up ftreaming with blood, 

dthen laid it down onthe ground ; while the decapitated 
trunk was allowed to remain for fome feeonds in the chair, 
the blood fpouting up at firft to the height qf three or four 
feet in the air, ‘Two men next untied the corpfe, and taking 
it by the legs and fhoulders, bore it to alittle diftlance. The 
head was cairi ed with it, and the whole covered with 
Jarge mat. 

Previous to beheading the fecond eulprit, the chair was 
wiped clean trom the | 1p with which it had been flained ; 
the ropes were wafhed, and fand {cattered over the place; 
fo that when he was brought up to fuller, no trace of the 
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preceding exegqution was vifible. About half an hour 
elapfed between their refpeftive deaths ;.the laft three being 
beheaded with the fame dexterity as the firft, and with fimilar 
circumftances. The velocity with whichthe {word paffed 
through the neck, and difflevered the head, was fuch, that the 
blade {carcely appeared bloody. After infli€ting each ftroke, 
the executioner took out a white handerchief, and carefully 
wiped away the globules of blood which ftood upon the 
fword; then fheathed and laid it down at fome paces from 
the chair, concealed by a cloak. The whole ceremony 
being ended, he advanced forward, and holding up the inftru- 
ment of juftice immediately after he had taken off the head 
of the laft criminal, he addreffed himfelf to the affembled 

multitude, demanding whether he had well performed his 
duty. They fignified their approbation, and he then with- 

drew ; while the people, before they difperfed, joined with 

the monks in prayer for the fouls of the departed. The 

four trunks and heads were expofed during fome hours on 

wheels, to the view of every one, and afterwards interred. 





A DESCRIPTION of the TOWN of TERANE. 


[ From Brown’s Travels in Africa. ] 


"TERANE is a town, fituated in the left of the moft we!- 
tern mouth of the Nile, at a very fimall diftance from 
the river. Its latitude is 30° 24’. The buildings are chiefly 
unburned brick, bet there are alfo fome of ftone. Thetown 
and diflrift, containing feveral villages, belong te Murad 
Bey, who ufually entrufls his government, and the collec- 
tion of its revenue, to one of his Cafhefs. But the perfon 
who now holds it, (May, 1792,) is Carlo Roffetti, a Venetian 
merchant, recently appointed Confu!l-General of the Em- 
peror of Germany, and well known to thofe who have 
vifited the country. Obferving, as he thought, the demands 
for natron increafing in Europe, he fuppofed that, by ob- 
taining an exclufive right to colleét and export it, he fhould 
feecure to himfelf an immenfe and increafing revenue 

Till now, indeed, this article had never been produétive of 
any advantage tothe Beys. The officers, who fucceflively 
obtained the government there, exatting, without any fettled 
tule, whatever they thought themfelves entitled to expeét 
from the people, who brought the commodity from the lakes 

tothe river; and the European merchants obtained it by 
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their agents, at the cheapeft rate they were able, from the 
natives. The quantity fupplied, the prime coft, and the 
contingent charges, were, therefore, variable and uncertain. 
It had never before, as I underftood, been farmed by an Eu- 
ropean. Roffetti wifhed for a clear and exclufive property 
in the produce of the lakes, on paying regularly an annual 
fum, to be determined by the quantity fold. He has attained, 
from long experience, a confiderable local knowledge, and 
had, at that time, from various caufes, great intereft with 
Murad Bey. Pecuniary profpeéts fingularly influence thofe 
regents, whofe office being precarious, and, at moft, for life, 
totally omit to refleé& on any remote confequences, for the 
fake of an immediate advantage. ‘The propofal. was ac- 
cepted, and Roffetti obtained over the diftri¢t of Terane, an 
authority almoft equal to that exercifed, in former times, by 
the Cafhefs. 

At that time, the confumption was augmenting at Mar- 
feilles, Venice, and Leghorn, and the article had been tried 
with fome fuccefs, in Great Britain. Rodffetti fent his ne- 
phew to refide at Terane, as his deputy. But, the young 
man, preferring the repofe of his fofa, to the Mamluk ex- 
ercifes of arms, was little adapted to the government of a 
people accuftomed to be ruled by fear. He had a few Scla- 
vonian foldiers, who cou!d not prevent injuries being done 
to the little parties employed to fetch the natron. About 
three months after I left Terane, the young man died, not 
without fufpicions of poifon ; and Rofletti has fince fold a 
large {hare in the grant, which he now retains to little pur- 
pole. 

During the year of the moft extenfive export, the duty 
to government, amounted, as was faid, to 32,000 patackes, 
which, at twelve piaflresthe pound fterling, may be eftimated 
at 6000], Hence the quantity muft have been from 350° to 
4000 tons, of which the greater part was {hipped for Mar- 
feilles. The prefent war exceedingly reduced the quantity 
exported. 


A REFLECTION. 


DDITIES and fingularities of behaviour may attend 

genius ; when they do, they are its misfortunes, and 
its blemifhes. The man of true genius will be afhamed of 
them : At leaft he never will affeét to diftinguith himfelf by 


whimilical particularities. 
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An ANECDOTE, 


mgearus the Fourth, having.a great efteem for that very 
learned German, John Weffell, fent for him, and faid, 
“ Son, afk of us what you will; nothing fhall be refufed to 
you that becomes our charaéter to beftow, and your condition 
to receive.” “* Moft Holy Father,” replied he, I fhall ne- 
ver be troublefome to your Holinefs. You know I never 
fought after great things: The only favour I have to beg is, 
that you would permit me to take out of your Vatican Li- 
brary a Greek and a Hebrew Bible.” ‘“‘ You fhall have 
them,”’ faid Sextus; but what a fimple man. you are. Why 
do you not afk for a Bilhopric?” “* Becaufe, Holy Father, 
I do not want one,”’ replied Weffell. 





For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 


Advice to a Beginner in the Art of Critici/m. 


F I might advife a beginner in this elegant purfuit, it 
fhould be, as far as poflible, to recur for principles to the 
moft plain and fimple truths, and to extend every theorem, as 
he advances, to its utmoft latitude, fo asto make it fuit and in- 
clude the greateft number of poffible cafes. I would advife 
him farther to avoid fuble and far-fetched refinement, which, 
as it is for the moft part adverfe to perfpicuity and truth, may 
ferve to make an able fophift, but never an able critic. 

A word more. I would advifea young critic, in his con- 
templations, to turn his eye rather to the praife-worthy than 
the blameable ; that is, to inveltigate the caufes of praife, 
rather than the caufes of blame. For though an uninformed 
beginner may, ina fingle inftance, happen to blame properly, 
it is more than probable, that in the next he may fail, and in- 
cur the cenfure pait upon the criticifing cobler, Ne /utor ul. 
tra crepidam, 

LIVIUS. 

Briftol, September 20, 1799. 





Anfwer, by Serjeant Afh, of the Exminfler Volunteers, to 


C. Heath's Charade, wnfe rte t Aug uft 26, 


URELY a SPY-GLASS will reveal, 
The myftery of your deep-vcil’d tale. 


Vor. XXXIV. 3H t*+t We 














*t* Wehave received the like anfwer from R. Burgoyne, 
of Newton Abbott; and G. Coulman, of Broadhemptton. 





Anfwer, by W. Brock, of Evercreech, to T. Jarvis’s Rebus, 


*2* We have reccived the like anfwer from W. Bick. 
ham, jun.of Afhburton; John Gidley, jun. of Dean Prior; 
Serjeant Afh, of the Exminiter volunteers; P. Gove, and 
T. Whicker, of Excter; W. Davies, of Crowan: and 
G. Coulman, of Broadhempitton. 
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HE veil withdrawn will foon prefent to view, 
“he tragic OTWAY, to whom praile is due. ] 
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An ENIGMA, by George England, of Uplyme. 


TTEND, ye bards! whofe nervous deeds 
Have laurel branches won ; 
For now in part I will unfold 
What wonders I have done. 


None can my ruthlefs power reftrain, 
But God’s refiftlefs hand ; 

For death ftands ready to devour 
At my auflere command. 

Defiruétion dire, in all its forms, 
Muit at my call appear ; 

Nor can they from my eyes diflil 
A fympathetic tear, 


Thoufands have I to death’s cold hand 
In fome fhort period hurl’d; 

And with my deadly two-edge'd brand 
Spread terror o’er the world. 


Altho’ fuch numbers I’ve deftroy’d, 
Some few I do betriend; 

And crown their days with heaps of wealth 
"Till life uncertain end, 


i # ~ rr, A 2 
vae NS NF Be, 





? 





a eB, ° 


4 POETRY. 








ick. 
107} 
and 
and 


AS de 


a 


not be 


RY. 


























For the WeEkLy ENTERTAINER» 


Ce eeanliaenanEenann aan 


REFLECTIONS ccca/ioned by a WALK in the DOCK-YARD. 


A Leifare hour arriv’d 
Let me with wond’ring, curious eyeexplore, 
Britain ! thy chief detence. The nurfery 
Whence fprings thy glory. On the mountain wave 
Firm to fuftain the ftorm, or brave the fight 
‘Thy wooden bulwarks rol), a fure defence ; 
But from the dock-yard rear’d, by thoufand hands, 
Rifes the bold machine from pole to pole 
‘That bears thy thunder. What are fame’s proud works? 
What are the boafted monuments of art? 
The pyramid, maufoleum, and the palace? 
Coloffal works! where grandeur wav’d her wand, 
And art exquifite wrought the wond’rous, 
The boat of Greece, of Egypt, and of Rome, 
And wonder of the world! Tho’ ages toil’d, 
Tho’ vait profufion fell’d the ample forelts, 
And mines exhaufted to compleat the work, 
Enrich'd with either India’s coltly {poils, 
And glitt’ring to the fun with deep refulgence, 
High flaming on the fight a finith’d fane, 
Such as proud art herfelf could look upon, 
And call confummate. Yet, Oh Albion! 
Far, far furpafling each proud, coftly dome, 
Thy far-fam'd fabrics roll upon the wave, 
Majeltic on the view. Not on the plain 
Stands the enormous bale. No deep foundations, 
Wrench’d from the everlaiting rock, befits 
‘The wondrous ftraéture. Each minutelt part 
Connects and well {uftains the amazing whole, 
A perfedt piece of complete fymmetry, 
That helps alike to brave the midnight gale, 
Or pour the vengeful volley. Give the word, 
‘They wing their daring way to climes unknown, 
And pierce the frozen pole. No feas can daunt, 
No hottile dangers top. Around the globe 
Achieving wonders which, in days of yore, 
Were never thoughtof. Oh ye gen’rous race! 
Spirits of thofe whofe ftern, indignant hands 
Bade Roman blood in many atorrent flow; 
Who fiercely, on the fnow-topp’d hill, arrang’d 
The chariotic war; and thro’ the ranks, 
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The invading ranks, hurl’d grim deftrution round. 
A hardy race, fierce as the impetuous fteeds, 

That {cyth’d the invaders down, ye little thought, 
Ne’er did ye fondly dream what glories hung 
Tocrown your brave defcendants. Well ye knew 
Ye had bequeath’d the richeft legacy, 

Hard fought for, long difputed, weil obtain’d, 
Sweet mountain liberty! And that to cherith, 
Surrounded by innumerable throngs 

Of eager foes, ye well tuppos’d would keep 
‘Their finewy arms in motion. Ne’er did ye, 
Upborne upon the wings of daring thought, 
Explore the triumphs of theirfuture fleets, 

Arm’d withavengingthunder. Fleets that give 
Law tothe world, and make the trembling Gaul 
Seek fafety ignominious in his ports. 


Dying ye put the buckler in their hands, 
And bade them wield the gleamy blade aright. 
They kept the valu’d pledges—bur refoiv’d 
By happier means to cruth theappalled foe. 
They bade the forefts fall ; and foon the main 
Saw Britain rule, its undifputed Lord. 

Forth from the dock-yard to the briny furge, 
Ruthes the vait machine; by labouring hands 
Fitted to fhake the Gaal with new alarms, 

Or hurl defiance to a world combin’d. 


Much praife is due, ye bulwarksof the land! 
Who ners» inceflant hand, iatent to ferve, 

Plan the amazing pile; and ye who toil 

In each minute department to affit 

Some part to {well the great, the valtimmenfe, 
Where beauty, elegance, and ftrength combine. 
Accept the humble praife the bard bellows, 
Who, wrapp’d in filent gaze, aftouifh’d views, 
The wooden wonder plunge into the deep. 


Oh Thou! that art, and kill, and vi@tory fends, 
Bid each oppofing legion meet as friends ; 
From pole to pole fhail victory roar in vain, 
Laurels the land, and triumphs crown the main. 
Oh hear the dying groan, the anguifh’d fhriek ! 
And view the manfion’s defolated wreck! 
The widow’s cry let notin vain arife, 
Send the fweet olive from thy ftar-pav’d fkies ! 
Let peace her halcyon hours again refume, 
And bids the warrior drop the {caring plume ! 
O’er the wide world her cheering mantle throw, 
And to the friend diffolve the daring foe. 


N. CARRINGTON. 


Schoolmafter, Princes-freet, Plymouth-dock, 
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